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religion, and was older therefore than the oldest
Gatha of the Avesta and the oldest hymn of the
Veda. It was not the result of later speculation, it
did not come in, only after the belief in the different
gods and their more or less despotic government of
the world had been used up. No, it was an intuition
which underlay and pervaded the most ancient reli-
gion of the Southern Aryans, and for a true appre-
ciation of their religion it is far more important
than all the stories of the dawn, of Agni, Indra,
and Eudra.

Think only what it was to believe in a Jfa'ta, in
an order of the world, though it be no more at first
than a belief that the sun will never overstep his
bounds. It was all the difference between a chaos
and a kosmos, between the blind play of chance and
an intelligible and therefore an intelligent providence.
How many souls, even now, when everything else has
failed them, when they have parted with the most
cherished convictions of their childhood, when their
faith in man has been poisoned, and when the ap-
parent triumph of all that is selfish, ignoble, and
hideous has made them throw up the cause of truth,
of righteousness, and innocence as no longer worth
fighting for, at least in this world; how many, I
say, have found their last peace and comfort in
a contemplation of the Jfo'ta, of the order of the world,
whether manifested in the unvarying movement of
the stars, or revealed in the unvarying number of the
petals, and stamens, and pistils of the smallest forget-
me-not ! How many have felt that to belong to this
kosmos, to this beautiful order of nature, is something
at least to rest on, something to trust, something to